ASCC NMS Panel
Approved Minutes
Monday, November 6, 2017





                  10:30am-11:45am

110 Denney Hall

ATTENDEES: Daniels, Derdzinski, Dinan, Matthews, Soundarajan, Vankeerbergen


Agenda: 

1. Approval of 10-6-17 minutes
· Matthews, Derdzinski, unanimously approved
2. Small revision to BS—CIS (guest: Neelam Soundarajan)
· There are 3 programs in Dept of Computer Science and Engineering: BS-CIS and BA-CIS in ASC & and BS-CSE in Engineering. Over the years, the dept has attempted to keep BS-CSE and BS-CIS as close as possible to each other (in order to insure that graduates of either program are equally attractive to potential employers). ABET has asked that BS-CSE include better coverage of programming language concepts. CSE 3341 “Principles of Programming Languages” is devoted to in-depth coverage of programming language concepts but is currently a core-choice course (students take 3341 or 3321). To address ABET’s concern, the department has voted that CSE 3341 will become the core requirement while 3321 will become a technical elective in the BS-CSE. The BS-CIS will be changed in the same manner.
· Q: What about transition plan? A: Change will apply only to incoming students.

· Provide updated advising sheet and sample 4-year plan.

· Derdzinski, Matthews, unanimously approved with request to provide updated documents (see above)
3. Small revision to BA—Biochemistry
· The requirement for physics within the B.A.-Biochemistry program is currently inconsistent with the expected reduced emphasis on math and physical biochemistry, since both the BS and the BA-Biochemistry currently require the same calculus-based physics sequence, Physics 1250 and 1251. There is also the issue of consistency between the Chemistry and Biochemistry BAs, which particularly came to light after the merging of the departments. Indeed, the Chemistry BA does not require calculus physics—only algebra physics. Because of all these reasons, the Department now wishes to give Biochemistry BA students the option to take either Physics 1200-1201 or Physics 1250-1251. The panel thinks this is a very reasonable proposal.
· A few items to communicate to the Department

· P. 2: Typos: “Affects outside the proposing unit: There should not be any significant affects outside. . . ” This should read “effects.”
· P. 3: “The proposed change has strong support from the Department staff Undergraduate Advisors who learn directly from students the desirability of majoring in biochemistry but the concern over the mathematics, physics, and physical biochemistry requirements of the B.S. degree.” Statement seems to be lacking some words. Also, did you mean to say “B.S.” in this sentence or was the intention to refer to the “B.A.”?
· The Council on Academic Affairs does not want any changes to be posted until these are fully approved by that body. Request to not yet post the proposed changes on the departmental website https://chemistry.osu.edu/undergrad/biochem/requirements 
· Matthews, Derdzinski, unanimously approved with three comments (in italics above)
4. Astronomy 1221 (return; new course; requesting GE Natural Science-Physical Science)

· The department has indicated that the course is intended for astronomy students as well as students in physics, math, the biological sciences, or even psychology.
· Discussion about whether the course is more appropriate for GE Data Analysis. The course content and sample questions do show that the primary emphasis is on the physical science. 
· Probably not too many students will take course as a GE course. 
· Is the GE approved for both BA and BS students? Yes, the course fulfills several of the requirements for BA/BS GE Natural Science-Physical Science courses
· Derdzinski, Matthews, unanimously approved
